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Sample Student Council Constitution
Customize this template to help draft a Constitution for your student council.
Article I
Name—Identifies the formal name of your student council and any affiliations it has with state and national groups.

The name of this organization shall be the ______________ Student Council [Association] of [school name].
Article II
Purpose—State the purpose or purposes of the student council.

The purpose of this organization shall be to …
Article III
Membership—Identifies the members and the grades and organizations they represent. Nondiscrimination statements should also be included in this section.

All students legally enrolled in John Doe High School shall be considered to have membership in the Student Council Association.
Article IV
Officers—Identifies the officer positions and eligible grades for holding office and establishes the time and process for elections.

The membership of the Executive Board shall consist of a President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Secretary, Historian, and Team Representatives. Each officer must be an upperclassman during his/her term of service.
Article V
Adviser—Defines the position and how the adviser is appointed.

The student council adviser is appointed by the principal, and acting as a designee of the principal, is empowered to manage council activities, oversee the council budget, provide leadership training...
Article VI
Meetings—Sets the frequency of meetings and defines special meetings. This article also tells how meetings are called.

Regular meetings shall be held at least twice every school month in a designated room. In case of bad weather or emergency, the president shall have the authority to cancel a meeting. All regular meetings shall be open to the student body. A meeting may be called by the president or two-thirds of the Council. No special meeting may be called without prior notification of the adviser.

Article VII
Quorum—Sets forth the number of members required to conduct business. A quorum can be stated as a fraction of the number of members, such as 3/4 or 2/3, or it can be a set minimum number.

Article VIII
Legislation—The legislation article defines how ideas are presented to the student council and move through a process to become an activity or project.

Article IX

Source of Power—Statement identifying the source of power for the student council comes from the office of the principal, who may approve or veto any decision or action of the council.
Article X
Amendments—Explains how the constitution is amended, including notice required, voting procedures, and the majority needed for passage.

Amendments to the Constitution may be submitted by any officer during a regular business meeting. Consideration of the Amendment is in the following manner…

Footnote: A constitution should be written in general terms that can be understood by everyone. Sentences and articles should be brief, simple, and clear. Only those items that will help the council to accomplish its purposes should be included. Once ratified, it should be easily accessible by any member of the student body.
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